Luck and the C.LA. 



Later this month, Joseph OlcprJcu’s 
Third Press will publish a book, s. 
year in preparation, by invesrisators 
Michael Canfield and AjjinJLJll^bir- 



lled “Coup d’Etat in America, 
the C.LA. and the Assassination of 
John F. Kennedy,’* the title alone has 
■ the ring of money, and Mr. Okpaku 
^cheerfully admits that the fortuitous 
disclosures about the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency in recent montlts lend 
credence and saleability to the in- 
vestigative work. 

The 300-page book, with 70 pages 
of which are in the form of an ap- 
pendix of documents, purports to 
show that Lee Harvey Oswald was a 
“deep-cover” C.LA. agent who acted 
for the agency in killing the Presi- 
dent in November, 1963. 




The publisher showed his assertive- 
ness at the. start in 1970. With no 
capital at all. Mr. Okpaku signed a 
contract to do a two-volume anthology 
on black writers. He used his advance— 
*'a couple of thousand dollars” he says 
— as expense advances for his first 
two authors, one of them being himself. 

Help came from unexpected sources, 
he said, mainly through Carter Smith, 
assistant publisher of Time-Life Books. 
A printer in Washington would work 
on credit. Dial Press agreed to be ^ 
distributor. Time offered some paper 
stock and design and typesetting assist- 
ance. And J. K. Usscr, an accounUng 
firm specializing in the publishing busi- 
ness, volunteered its services. 

Returns from the first book, Wer- 
diet!,” were used to bankroll the .second 
book. Proceeds from that went into the 
third book, and soon for 10 volumes. 

The first book that was to gain 
prominence, done a year after it all 
began, was Angela Davis’s autobiograj^ 
hy, ‘‘If They Come in the Morning. 

Mr. Okpaku had been visiting Miss 
Davis in prison after she was appre- 
hended in flight from prosecution in 
California. ^ j 

One day her lawyer called and saia, 
“Hey. Joe, you want to do Angela’s 

book?” , . . j, 

Mr. Okpaku, as he recalls it, hardly 
' knew what to say, "I was pleased 
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but \the timing wasn’t quite right,” 
he said. , . , .. 

"It was great to get the book— all 
of the white publishers were trying 
to get it,” he said. But he was just 
completing negotiations with the Ford 
Foundation and other funding sources 
for a $500,000 ^oah. *‘I had no way 
of knowing how they would feel about 
my publishing the book of a professed 
Communist,” Mr. Okpaku said. 

The loan package consisted of $250,-. 
000 from Ford; $100,000 from the Pres- 
byterian Economic Development Cor- 
poradfon; $75,000 from the Cooperative 
Assistance Fund; $50,000 from Coalition 
Venture Capital, and $25,000 from the 
United Church of Christ. 

The nonprofit investors turned out 
to be more impressed by Miss Davis’s 
sales potential than her ideology, 
however. But .still, it took a full year 
to sign all of the contracts for the 
loans, Mr. Okpaku said. “And all the^ 
while I was building up accounU pay- 
able [bills],” he said, "Each time I would 
get a commitment from one of the 
lenders, I found that all of the money 
was already committed.” 

The nature of the publishing business 
is that virtually all of the capital com- 
mitmeht— paper, printing, planning and 
promotion, plus the manuscript and 
distribution— are required before a cent 
of income can be realized. There is no 
steady sales flow, just a spurt at the 
time the book goes on sals, and the en- 
trepreneur can only hope that the spurt 
matches the financial commitment he 
has already made. 

Like oil drilling, Mr. Okpaku said, 
publishing is not the kind of enterprise 
that bankers will readily bet on. It 
is too. speculative. . 

Says Mr. Okpaku, whose sales volume 
is now edging toward $2-million a year, 
“it would help to have at least 31.5-mil- 
lion in the bank, as working capital, 
so that you could take off and run 
without getting scared and be able 
. to gamble once in a while. 

"Just once I would like to be able 
to afford to shop around for the cheap- 
est printing rates, the best oeal, rather 
than' Uke the guy who will extend 
the credit. That’s the way to get ab^d 

of it all.” , , u r » 

Mr. Okpaku takes pnde In the fact 
that he has broken away from the 
narrower, black-book market. In his 
view, many militant black publishers 



"shape their anxieties into an ideology 
and then try to sell them." Thi* won t 
work, he says. . # , 

The real black publisher, he feels, 
is not necessarily the one whose books 
reflect militancy, but the one who 
achieves financial independence — and 
then has freedom to publish whatever 
he wishes. , . 

As part of the effort to ^^Ublish 
his capital base, Mr. Okpaku is branch- 
ing into other businesses. He has started 
arranging tours to Africa with the larg- 
est project being a group foray for the 
Africa Arts Festival in Ugof in De- 
cember. 

He ha* also started the Third Frees 
Review ofBook*,\an attempt to esta^ 
lish a seriou* international view of 
current black literature, with a planned 
six issues a year. .... 

A more ambitious plan is to set 
up a University Press in Kuwait, and 
possibly a Third Press in Nigeria-^ 
kind of cooperative enterprise with the 
Nigerian Government. 

Finally, he has not discounted the 
possibility of selling a 20 to 25 per . 
cent equity share in his busuiess. | 

"In some ways Joe Okpaku reminds j 
me of the legendary figures who estab-. 
lished the nation’s major publishing 
houses,” says Charles Harris, a black 
who paved the way into mainstream 
publishing for his race by becoming 
'an editor at Doubleday in the late 
1950’s. He left Doubleday in 1967, be- 
came a senior eefitor at Random House 
and in 1971 was named the first director 
of the Howard University Press. 

"He is strong, persistent and 
sdurceful,” Mr. Harris said. “And al- 
though I do not agree with him all 
of the time, I find much to store. 

Evincing a candor that occasionally 
has failed to win friends among his 
American peers, Mr. Okpaku says that 
his African background has been a 
particular source of strength. 

"Our African heriUge has given us 
. the kind of strength that allows for 
failures,” he says, "because it has given 
us a strong sense of individual worth. 
The black visitor brings with him his 
strong family base, his pnse ^long- 
ing somewhere, and that’s crudal.” 

Mr. Okpaku says he visits Lagos 
three or four tiroes a year, sometimes 
just to sit and think in an office that 
he maintains there. ‘The experience is 
1 source of inspiration to me,” he says. 
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TMq article is from the Sunday New York Times of July ^,1975. 
?t wa^in tL Ls^ness section: The article in Itself is not 

related to the assassination hut Mr. Okpaku is publishing 

about the assassination (see arrows). I ^ow a bit about 
Sn^ of the authors Alan J. Neberman. Unless the _ name ^ and 
middle initial are coincidences, he is the same . 

man of Ylpster Times fame. The Ylpster Time Is the undercround 
^bllcatiEn which printed the "tramp", photos claiming they 
were E. Howard Hunt and Frahk Sturgis. Jeberman is also 
Imown for rummaeine: through the garbage of rock singer Bob 
Dylan to "analyze"“the contents. ggf^ie 

confirmed his theory that Dylan was a junkie. “ 
that it is a different Alan J. Neberman but i thinr '^r 
llkely. I have never heard of Michael Canfield. If this 1 
indeed the Neberman I know of, it will only give barren Report 
supporters another critic to shoot do'im. 






